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VEHICLE IMPOUNDING — Z-CARDS 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [2.01 pm]: Reckless driving—hoon driving—and 
driving a vehicle with no authority to drive are two laws that have been introduced in recent years in Western 
Australia with the aim of changing driver behaviour. Western Australia Police will impound vehicles roadside in 
every instance when a person drives a vehicle without a valid driver’s licence for certain unauthorised driving 
offences, or a person drives recklessly or commits a hoon offence. These laws are important and ensure that 
dangerous drivers are taken off the roads. In 2010, 2 024 vehicles were seized under the legislation, with 59 per 
cent of hoon drivers aged between 17 and 24 years. A correlation exists between unlicensed drivers and unlawful 
activity. In 2010, 12 per cent of drivers involved in fatal crashes were unlicensed. Vehicles are impounded for 
28 days for a first offence for both of these offences. The towage and storage costs are the responsibility of the 
vehicle owner; however, WA Police bear this cost when vehicles are not retrieved by their owner. In order to 
lessen the economic impact on WA Police, and indeed to also lessen the cost to the vehicle owner, a new system 
has been developed known as the Z-Card. Drivers are now issued with a Z-Card at the roadside at the time of 
impoundment. The purpose of the card is to inform the public about roadside vehicle impoundment for driving a 
vehicle without a valid driver’s licence, for certain unauthorised driving offences or for reckless—hoon—driving 
offences. The card provides specific information on how to collect the vehicle from the impound yard 
immediately following the impound period; how to reduce impoundment costs by adopting the early sale of 
vehicle where the vehicles are of low value; details of the impoundment periods for each offence and subsequent 
offences; and the early release of the vehicle where there is demonstrated hardship.  

The card also provides consistent information for WA Police officers to give drivers at the roadside, as well as 
providing further information directing enquiries to the WAPOL website. Owners or drivers with access to a 
smartphone can even use the code at the back of the Z-Card to download information directly onto their phone. 
WA Police are confident that this new system will ensure that drivers are fully briefed on the impoundment 
system and on the options that are available to them should they wish not to collect their vehicle to avoid storage 
costs.  

[See paper 4231.]  
 


